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Inhabitants of Newcaſtle. 


E find that in all Countries, and in all 
Ages, the Poor have been the conftafit 
Care how to employ and maintain them; 
which has been taken Notice of as a certain Sign of 
a wiſe and good Magiſtracy. To ſupport a decripid 
Parent, who, thro* Age or Infirmity, is not able to 
provide for himſelf, is a Duty incumbent upon his 
Children; but when he has no Children, or ſuch as 
are unable to diſcharge that Duty, it then becomes 
the Duty of the Public. 
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(4) 
Frue Piety and real Charity, are Virtues highly 


commendable ; they are Virtues that demand the 
Eſteem of all Perſons ; to aſſiſt the Widow and Fa- 


therleſs, to nouriſh the tender Infant, and ſuccour 


the helpleſs Old; in ſhort, to relieve the Poor and 
Diftreſs*d, who cannot provide for themſelves, is a 


Duty incumbent upon every Corporation, or Society 


of Men, as well as upon each private Man: 'This 


Duty is to be diſcharged with great Caution, and 


with great Circumſpection; for if we Miſtake the 
Object of our Charity; if by what we call Charity, 
we encourage Lazineſs, Idleneſs, and Extravagance 
in the Perſon to whom we give it; or in others, the 
Action is ſo far from being pious, charitable, or 
commendable, that it becomes impious, rediculous, 
and injurious to our Native Country. 


Do not we know, that, by the Laws of England, 
every Pariſh is bound to maintain and ſapport their 
own Poor; and if any one Pariſh ſhould, by ſome 
extraordinary Misfortune, be diſabled from doing 
ſo, the whole Hundred muſt be taxed for that pur- 
poſe ; nay, if the Hundred ſhould be unable, the 
whole County muſt be taxed, for that purpoſe; and, 


thank God, there is not as yet a County i in Englaud 


but what is ſufficiently capable of maintaining their 
own Poor. It is certainly the Intereſt of every 
Tom or Pariſh to encourage Induſtry, and Fru- 


gality 
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pality among their People, eſpecially thoſe of the 
oorer Sort; and as moſt Men are compell'd to be 
induſtrious and frugal by their Wants, it is not there- 
fore prudent, in any State, to prevent, in any great 
Meaſure, all thoſe Neceſſities; the Calls of Nature 
is what forces every poor Man to Labour; and he 
may perhaps ſupply this Neceſſity, by working hard 
two or three Days in a Week; ſo that, if he were 
under no other Neceſſity, he would probably ſit 
idle all the reſt of the Week. But then every pru- 
dent Man conſiders, that while he is in Vigour and 
Health, he ought to provide for Old Age and Sick- 
neſs; and every Man who has any natural Affection 
or Compaſſion for his Children, and even for his Re- 
lat ions and Friends in Diſtreſs, will endeavour to do 
this in the beſt manner he can; the making Provi- 
ſion for Old Age, for Sickneſs, for the Education 
of Children, and for aſſiſting Friends in Diſtreſs, 
are therefore the Neceſſaries that compel moſt of our 
Poor to labour all the Days of the Week, and to ſave 
what they have earned by their Labour. But if you 
give a Man any Hopes of being well provided for 
in his Old Age, or Sickneſs, or having hisChildren 
educated, and his Friends relieved, in as handſome 
a Manner as he can deſire, without putting him to 
any Expence, I believe there is not one of a hundred 
will either labour ſo hard, or live ſo frugal, as he 


would otherwiſe have done, 


For 
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(6) 
For this Reaſon, great Care ought to be taken 
not to give Men Hopes of being ſupported in old 


Age, or Sickneſs, or of having their Children edu- 4 
cared for them, unleſs they can ſhew, that by ſome | : 
Misfortune they were rendered incapable of making 


any Proviſion for thoſe Neceſſities by their own 
Induſtry and Frugality; for wherever a Man neg- 


lects to do ſo, when it is in his Power, he can 


never be a real Object of Charity, he deſerves to 
ſuffer; and the Publick Good requires he ſhould, in 
order to be an Example and Terror to others. 


It may then be concluded, that no Per ſon can be 

a proper Object of Charity, till after his Circum- 
ſtances and former Behaviour have been ſtrictly en- 
quired into; and whether the Pariſh- Officers within 
their reſpective Pariſhes, or the Truſtees and Of- 
ficers of any Workhouſe, or Hoſpital, are moſt ca- 
pable of doing, is very eaſy to determine. The 
Pariſh- Officers are generally themſelves all well ac- 
quainted with the Perſon that makes the Applica- 
cation, and can, from their own Knowledge, judge 
if he be a proper Object; they contribute out of their 
own Pockets Yearly, their Share of that Charity 
which is given, and are anſwerable to the Pariſh 
for what they do, therefore they certainly will al- 
ways be extremely cautious of giving a Share of the 
Pariſh-Charity to an unworthy Obje&, or to one 
who 


| row, and thoſe that are real Objects, would be bet- 


673 
nothing out'of their own Pockets to the Charity, 
Perſons that apply; the Conſequence of Which is, 


that many unworthy Perſons, and many who do not 
ftand in Need of it, are admitted into Workhouſes, 


bor Hoſpitals; which, inftead of being a Benefit, are 
a great Injury to the Pariſh where they live, and 
to Community in general, becauſe they encourage 


Idleneſs and Extravagance among the Vulgar. 


And this Conſequence is fully confirm'd by daily 
Experience ; for there is no Nation in the World 


that has ſo great, or ſo many Public Foundations 
for relieving the Poor, as we have in England; and 

yet our People pay more Yearly for that purpoſe, 
than is paid by the Poor-Ceſs of any other Country, 
In Holland, where the Poor are ſo well taken Care 
of, they have few or no Public-Hoſpitals, but 
1 every Town takes Care of its own Poor, and have 
proper Regulations for that purpoſe; by which none 


receive the Charity of the Public; but ſuch as are 


I * circumſtanced, as I obſerved. before; and, I am 


122 that if the ſame Care was juſtly abſery'd 
in our Pariſhes, our Poor would not be ſo nume- 


der 


who does not ſtand in Need of it; and as they pay 


they have the Management of; nor are anſwerable 
to any for their Conduct; they are very ſeldom in- 
quĩſitive about the Merits or Circumſtances of the 
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greater Objects are generally left upon the Pariſh, 
while unworthy Perſons, or Perſons who ſtand in no 
Need of it, are admitted into our well-endowed 
Hoſpitals. This is a Grievance which ought care- 


fully to be prevented. 1 
It hath been a general Complaint in this Town, I £1 
that the Workhouſe, eſpccially ſince the New Con- 
ſtruction of it by the ſeveral Pariſh-Officars, hath 
been no Benefit to the Town, but rather a Burthen. 
At the few Monthly Meetings of the Truſtees and 
Pariſh- Officers, which I attended ſince the New RF ? 
Eſtabliſhment, I obſerved very little was done to- * 
wards the Advancement of the Poor's Inſtruction 
for. anſwering the chief End in erecting and eſta- 4 L 
bliſhing ſuch a Workhouſe, and endowing it wit © 
ſuch confiderable Sums as are raiſed by the Poor- 2 N 
Ceſs, together with Legacy-Money: The princi- 3 5 
pal End I take to have been, that of maintaining E l 
the poor reduced Houſe- Keepers and Orphans o ß © 
this Town, by their own induſtrious Labour, and 1 f 
clearing the Streets from all Strolling Foreigners, 5 d 
and Sturdy Beggars, which the great Coal. * 
Works, Ec. environing this Populous Town, ſo I t 
generoully ſupply, when worn out with Age and : 


Labour, 
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As the whole Fund for ſupporting this Wotk- 
houſe, and Out-Poor, are raiſed only from the In- 
habicants of the ſeveral Pariſhes, ſo there can be 
hardly any thing more abſurd than to ſee any Part 
of it miſemployed in maimaining ſuch whoſe Pride 
will not admit them to go to the Workhouſe : 
Theſe are the Out-Penſioners, who receive Eigh- 
teen- 2 or r Two Shillings, each Week, of 1 
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But to 1 this great Evil of Foreign Beg- 
gars (I mean, ſuch as have no legal Settlement in 
any of the Four Pariſhes) I would recommend Badg- 
ing the original Poor of each Pariſh who begg'd 
in the Streets; that the ſaid Beggars ſhould be 
confined to their own Pariſhes; that they ſhould 
wear their Badges well ſown upon the Out- ſide of 
their right Arm, always viftble, on Pain of being 
whipped out of Town, or what-ever legal Puniſh- 
ment may be thought proper and effeckual: But by 
the wrong Way of 'Fhinking in ſome Perſons, and. 
the Indifference of others, this Method was de- 
feated, to their own continual Diſquĩet, which they 
do not ill deſerve; and if the Grievance only affec- 
ted them, it would be of leſs Conſequence, becauſe 
the Remedy is in their own Power; but all Perſons 
walking the Streets, and Shopkeepers, bear an 
equal Share in this hourly Vexation. i 
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The Objeions ſome have made, were the ſe: What 
Mall we do with the Foreign Beggars ? Muſt they 
be left to ſtarve? I anſwer'd, No; but they muſt be 
driven or whipp'd out of Town, and let the next 
Country-Pariſh do as they pleaſe; or ſend them 
from one Pariſh to another, until they reach their 


own Homes, with a proper Paſs; for by the Laws 


of England, every Pariſh is bound to maintain their 
own Poor. In the remoter Pariſhes from Town; 


all Neceflaries for Life, proper for poor People, 


are comparatively cheaper than in Towns or Cities, 
and every Farmer or Cottager, who is not himſelf 
a Beggar, can ſpare ſome ſmall Matter to ſupport 


an indigent Neigbour of his own Pariſh, who may 


be diſabled from Work. A Beggar, Native of a 
Country-Pariſh, is known to the Squire, or Parſon, 
as well as to every Farmer; he hath generally ſoms 
Relations able to live and contribute ſomething 
towards his Maintenance; but when the Spirit of 
Wandring takes him, attended by his (or her) Equi- 
page of Children, they become a Nuſance to rhe 
whole Country. 


I do not wonder that the Country "OWED flock 
to this Town; but why the Town ſhould be content 
to receive them, is beyond Imagination. If the 
Town, by their Charter, was obliged ro maintain 
One Hundred poor Beggars, they could do it Fifty 


ger Ent. cheaper by ſending them to the remoteſt 
Parts 
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Parts-of the Country amongſt the Fells, where Peo- 
viſion, in all its Articles, is ſo ee cheaper, 
than 1 in this Town. 

In general, they are too Jazy to work; they are 
not afraid to ſteal, nor aſhamed to beg, and too proud 
to be ſeen with a Pariſh- Badge; partjeularly the 
Females, who all look upon ſuch an Obligation, as 


an high Indignity to their Office; but if Beggary 


be not able ta beat out Pride, it cannot deſerve Cha- 
rity. Whoever enquires of them, what were their 
former Courſe of Life, will find them to have been 


| Servants in good Families, broken Tradeſmen, La- 


bourers, and what they call decay'd Houſekeepers; 
but (to uſe their own Cant) reduced by Lofles and 


Croſſes; by which, nothing can be underſtood, but 


Idleneſs and Vice, being trained up from the Time 
they were able to ask your Charity. 


I conceive there is but one effectual Method in 
the Power of every Miniſter, Church-Warden, or 


any other inferior Pariſh-Officer, ro put in Prac- 


tice; I mean, by making it the Intereſt of their 
own original Poor, to drive out Intruders to their 
reſpective Pariſhes; for if the Pariſh-Beggars were 
abſolutely forbidden by the Miniſter and Church- 


Wardens, not to ſuffer Strollers ro come into, and 


beg in the Pariſh, upon Pain of themſelves being 
B z not 
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12 hot permitted to beg Alms at the Houſes and Shops 
. 'of the Pariſhioners, they would prevent Interlopers 
t 13 more r than twenty Beadles. 
f | : There i is ket Indiſeretion of our Sbopkeepers, 
$i who ſuffer their Doors to be daily befieged by 
| | Crowds of Beggars, to the great diſquiet of many 
| Cuſtomers; which might be eaſily avoided, if no 


foreign Beggars were permitted to beg in Town, 
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| - As to the Native Poor of this Town, there would 
19 be little or no Trouble in confining them to their 
1 ſeveral Pariſhes: For Example, a Beggar of St. 
HE N ICHOLAS'S, or any other Pariſh here, if he be 
Li an Object of Compaſſi ion, hath an equal Chance to 
Þ |: receive his Proportion of Alths from every charitable 


Hand, becauſe the Inhabitants, one or other, walk 
thro? every Street in Town, and give their Alms 
without confidering the Place, wherever they may 
think it well diſpos'd of; and theſe Helps, added 
to what they get in Eatables, by going from Houſe 
to Houſe, among the Gentry and Tradeſmen, will, 

. without being very burthenſome, be fulficient to 
keep them very comfortably. 
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A moderate ES T IMAT F, zumbiy 
offered to the Inhabitants of Nee 


this Populous Town with a ſufficieht 


ſuch nocturnal Lights, renders the Paſ- 
ſage through the Sireets dangerous, even 
to the Inhabitants, would fruſtrate the 
Deſigns of Thieves and Shop-Breakers, 
during the long Winter-Seaſon, and 
wou'd add an additional Beauty and 
Grandeur to ſo Large, Rich, and Tra- 
ding a Town. 


HAT the E bits may not ſurmize that 


NF New 'Taxes are defign'd for erecting the 


== Number of Lamps in the => FRY ic is propoſed 
that the Money ariſing from the Four Pariſhes, by 
the Poor-Ceſs, will be ſufficient to maintain One 
= Hundred and Fifty Lamps, equal in Size and Good- 
ness to thoſe in the a of LONDON. It the 
8 Scheme 


for illuminating the ſeveral Streets of 


Number of good LA M s, the Want of 


CEP, 


Ster for Badging the Poor meet with the App ro- 
" bation of the Public, the Town will be clear'd of 
te great Swarms of itinerant Beggars, the Native 
* Poor comfortably ſupported, and the Streets illu- MW 
minated, . without any more Burthen upon the 
Inhabitants. 5 1 


It may be preſumed, that no reaſonable Man, be 4 
bis Intereſt for, or againſt the Public Good of the 
. Corporation, will take Offence at any thing hinted f I 


t in this Paper; for as the narrow Compaſs of it 4 5 
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Lit will not admit of what was intended, it may be 
{139 thought enough has been ſaid, and perhaps to lit- ; 


19 | ile purpoſe ; but as the Deſign was honeſty intended, : 
cat muſt atone for what has been left ſhort by Ab- A A 
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ard of Mor the Supporting 150 LAMPS, 


Native X 
gy 4. 


ts illu- 

4 
on the f ® '5® Lamps, with-their Appara- 3 135 203 0 
tus, at 18s. each Lamp.—— 9 


o 5 Men for Cleaning, Trimming, 5 
{an, be and Lighting 30 Lamps, each at, 25: 029 
of | the 5 s. per Man, for 20 Weeks. 
| hinted io 5; Hook-Ladders, at 4s. each. . 9 
. c 
RY lir- i HEL cach, — — — — 
rended, | 1 Fro 14 Gallons of Oil each Lamp, for 
by Ab-l 20 Weeks, at 22 Pence per Gal- & 192 : 103 0 
8 lon, which makes — — — 
FT o Cotton forditto, at 64. each Lamp. 3 : 15: © | 
| o 5 Gallon Pipe-Pots, and 5 Tin 115 2 | ö 


Pint Meaſures, — — — 


o aClerk and Treaſurer to deliver, | 
the Oil and Cotron, and pay the | | 
Lighters, &c. at 10s. per Week | | 
| for 20 Weeks, ww wr man —— 


1 - 


368 : 15260 


2 The Second Year's Expence, after dedutting 
the Purchaſe of the Lamps, &. 23125 8 
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